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it should be upon the linendraper who created the shop, and not on the novelist who described it.
And his last novel 'TCEuvre," how terribly spun out, and for a franc a line in the "Gil Bias." Not a single new or even exact observation. And that terrible phrase repeated over and over again—"La Oon-quete de Paris." What does it mean ? I never knew any one who thought of conquering Paris;—no one ever spoke of conquering Paris except, perhaps, two or three provincials.
You must have rules in poetry, if it is only for the pleasure of breaking them, just as you nrast have women dressed, if it is only for the pleasure of imagining them as Venuses.
Fancy, a "banquet was given to Julien by his pupils! He made a speech in favour of Lefevre, and hoped that every one there would vote for Lefevre. Julien was very eloquent. He spoke of Le grand art, le nu, and Lefevre7 s unswerving fidelity to le nu . . . elegance, refinement, an echo of ancient Greece: and then,—what do you think ? when he had exhausted all the reasons why the medal of honour should be accorded to Lefevre, he said, "I ask you to remember, gentlemen, that he has a wife and eight children." Is it not monstrous ?
But it is you who are monstrous, you who expect to fashion the whole world in conformity with yourI
